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If ever there was an environment hostile to the gospel, it was the strife-torn, ethnically diverse

backwater of the Roman Empire known as Palestine following the ascension of Jesus. But the

gospel thrived--beginning from Jerusalem and spreading throughout Judea, Samaria and the rest of

the known world. In Acts, the sequel to his Gospel, Luke tells how the Holy Spirit transformed a

ragtag band of believers into a unified, world-engaging church. And as William Larkin explores this

narrative of the early church, he offers inspiration and insight for readers who wonder how the

gospel may be advanced in the increasingly divided and skeptical culture of the late twentieth

century. In this clear, incisive commentary, readers will find an introduction with background material

concerning authorship, date and purpose, as well as a summary of important theological themes. A

passage-by-passage exposition follows that focuses on understanding what significance Acts had

for its original readers in order to see its relevance for the church today. Students, pastors, Bible

teachers and everyone who wants to understand the message of Acts for the church will benefit

from this excellent resource.
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Larkin is professor of biblical studies at Columbia Biblical Seminary and the Graduate School of

Ministry in Columbia, South Carolina. An ordained minister in the Presbyterian Church in America,



he is also the author of Culture and Biblical Hermeneutics.

Just like what I needed!

Very good book

Larkin + commentary = MAGIC

This book is one of the longer and higher-rated commentaries in the IVP New Testament

Commentary (IVPNT) series. Mr. Larkin balanced scholarly concerns and pastoral needs quite

handsomely. Pastors will further appreciate this volume because of how well he draws out

missionary concerns. He never strays far from seeing salvation and its proclamation as the heart of

the Book of Acts.He approaches his Introduction from a different angle than many such volumes.

He begins by getting us thinking about whatÃ¢Â€Â™s at stake in preaching Acts today and drawing

out its contemporary relevance. To grasp Mr. LarkinÃ¢Â€Â™s approach in stating that Acts is all

about world evangelization, he says, Ã¢Â€Âœwhether lulled into complacency by universalism or

into indifference by viewing missions as the specialty of certain persons, the church will be

awakened by Acts, which declares that being on the move with the gospel witness across cultural

thresholds is the churchÃ¢Â€Â™s number-one job.Ã¢Â€Â•From there Mr. Larkin goes into bridging

the cultural gap between the first century to our day and giving some insight into the way Acts ought

to be applied today. Next, he discusses historical setting, which includes author, date, and

audience. His conclusions are conservative. He treads quickly through scholarly opinions about the

purpose of the Book of Acts and addresses historical reliability along the way. The highlight of the

Introduction is his explanation of the theology of the book. I appreciated the way he highlighted the

overwhelming importance of the Resurrection of Christ and how he further drew out salvation and

witnessing.The commentary section was well done, and as we said before, longer than several

others the volumes in the series. In fact, the book itself runs to over 400 pages. Every passage that I

reviewed in this book provided helpful commentary. Most importantly, he carried the aforementioned

theme of world evangelization throughout the bulk of the commentary. That is, of course, in line with

what the Book of Acts is doing.If you are looking for a mid length commentary with real depth, yet

without getting carried away in scholarly concerns, you ought to check this book out. I recommend

it.I received this book free from the publisher. I was not required to write a positive review. The

opinions I have expressed are my own. I am disclosing this in accordance with the Federal Trade



CommissionÃ¢Â€Â™s 16 CFR, Part 255.

Book arrived on time and looks great.
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